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On Sept. 20, at United Nations headquarters in New York, UN Secretary General Butros Butros
Ghali presented his annual report evaluating UN operations around the globe. The report included
a summary of Butros Ghali's position regarding implementation of the Salvadoran peace accords
during the past 12 months. On balance, Butros Ghali's appraisal of the Salvadoran peace process
was positive. Nonetheless, he cited several specific instances of accord violations, or delays in
implementation, which continue to slow the pace of post-war reconstruction and reconciliation.
Included among these were: * The government's limited compliance with recommendations
contained in the Truth Commission Report (for a summary of the Commission's recommendations
see Central America Update 03/26/93). The Report outlined a series of measures to be taken by
the government, including punishment of individuals responsible for the most serious human
rights abuses committed during the course of the war. Butros Ghali reiterated his stance that full
implementation of the Truth Commission recommendations is a prerequisite for moving toward an
authentic process of national reconciliation. * The Secretary General expressed his disappointment
over delays in setting up the new National Civil Police (Policia Nacional Civil, PNC). The timetable
for deployment of new PNC agents has been pushed back on numerous occasions. The PNC, as the
institution mandated to take over from the military full responsibility for public security, constitutes
an essential element of the peace accords. * Butros Ghali pointed out a series of problems regarding
the peace accords-mandated program of land redistribution. He added that promises made by the
government to demobilized combatants from both sides in the civil war including granting of land
parcels constitute an "unbreakable moral obligation." * Butros Ghali declared that the single most
important violation of the accords to date was the discovery in May of a secret rebel weapons cache
in Nicaragua. The arms depot was discovered following repeated assertions by the former guerrillas
that all of their weapons stocks had been turned over, and after the UN had certified completion
of rebel disarmament to the Salvadoran government. In conclusion, Butros Ghali proclaimed
that El Salvador constitutes a prime example of why the UN must use an integral approach in its
peacemaking efforts worldwide. The ending of hostilities and the holding of elections, he said, are
not sufficient to guarantee success of such programs. What is required is a combination of political,
economic, and social measures which eliminate the root causes of conflicts. Meanwhile, in a related
development, in late September the UN Observer Mission's (ONUSAL) electoral division formally
began its work. The division, under the direction of Spanish sociologist Rafael Lopez, will initially
count on a team of 32 observers stationed at a San Salvador headquarters and at regional offices set
up around the country. The ONUSAL electoral division will swell to a total of 800 observers who
will participate on election day, providing the division with a presence in each of the country's 262
municipalities. According to Lopez, division members have already held a series of meetings with
representatives from the official Supreme Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo Electoral, TSE) and
from the main political parties participating in the elections in order to get a firsthand account of
complaints and difficulties encountered so far during the course of the campaign. Between April
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1989 and February 1990, Lopez served in Nicaragua as a special consultant to the UN Secretary
General on the Nicaraguan elections. He has also worked on electoral observer missions in Albania,
Liberia, and Angola. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 09/20/93; Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 09/26/93; Agence France- Presse, 10/01/93)
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